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Wednesday, April 17  

8:30 am – 8:45 am Opening Remarks  
Kavita Batra, BDS, MPH, Ph.D., FRSPH, NPHA President-Elect 

 Plenary Sessions 

8:45 am – 9:30 am Preventing Substance Use Among LGBTQ Youth: An Update of Harm Reduction Strategies 
Andrew Yockey, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Population & Community Health, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine and Geriatrics, School of Public Health, The 

University of North Texas, Health Science Center at Fort Worth 

9:35 am-10:20 am Harm Reduction: An Evidence-Based Approach to Improving Individual and Population Health 
Elizabeth England-Kennedy, Ph.D., MPH, MA, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Health Sciences, New Mexico State University 

10:20 am – 10:35 am Break  

 Concurrent Breakout Sessions 

 Substance Abuse and Public Health 
B-1 | Moderator: Mayra Gonzalez 

Social Determinants, Health Behaviors, & Education 
B-2 | Moderator: Kate Ksobiech 

Monitoring and Evaluation in Public Health 
B-3 | Moderator: Sidath Kapukotuwa 

10:40 am – 11:10 am (A) 

Maternal Substance Abuse and level of care utilization 
among infants billed through Nevada Medicaid: A State-
wide Audit, Vidhani Goel 
  

Understanding Fruit and Vegetable Consumption 
Behaviors Among Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and 
Pacific Islander College Students: A Multi-Theory Model 
Framework, Noehealani Antolin, MPH 

Addressing the GAP Analysis of a Program Evaluation 
Aimed at Fostering Partnerships to Promote Health and 
Ensure Equitable Access to Healthcare in Nevada, Ana 
Gonzalez 
 

11:15 am – 11:45 am (B) 

Cannabis-specific experiences related to depression and 
anxiety among an adult sample of cannabis users, 
Timothy Grigsby, PhD 

Socioeconomic disparities and language barriers: Health 
information sources among Asian American sub-groups, 
Miguel Fudolig, PhD 

Monitoring Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) 
using Syndromic Surveillance Data: A Profile of ACE-
related Emergency Department Visits Among Youth in 
Nevada in 2023, Taylor Lensch, PhD, MPH, Kristen 
Clements-Noell, PhD, MPH 

11:50 am - 12:20 pm (C) 
  

Maternal Marijuana Use and Poor Birth Outcomes in the 
United States: A Comprehensive Review, Bertille 
Mavegam Tango Assoumou MD, PhD 

Investigating e-cigarette use perceptions among dental 
students: A cross-sectional study, Tina Brandon 
Abbatangelo, DDS, MPH 

Examining the Factors that Influenced the Adoption of 
Brazil's Largest Early Childhood Development Program: 
A Case Study, Keishmer Cardoso, MSW 

12:20 pm – 12:50 pm Lunch Break 

  



 

 Concurrent Breakout Sessions 

 COVID-19: A Public Health Challenge 
B-4 | Moderator: Keishmer Cardoso, MSW 

 

Modelling and Population-based Approaches 
B-5 | Moderator: Adel K. Mburia-Mwalili, Ph.D., MPH, 

ACUE 

Evidence Synthesis in Public Health 
B-6 | Moderator: Bertille Mavegam, M.D., Ph.D. 

 

1:00 pm – 1:30 pm (A) 
Novel Trend Analysis of SARS-CoV-2 Wastewater 
Surveillance and COVID-19 Incidence in Southern 
Nevada, Casey Barber, MPH 

Safety and implication of acupuncture therapy for the 
treatment of chronic low back pain (CLBP) among 
adults: A scoping review, Blessing Imade, MPH 

The role of palliative care in improving the quality of life 
among cancer patients: a systematic review, Md Sohail 
Akhter 

1:35 pm – 2:05 pm (B) 
An Evaluation of a COVID-19 Vaccination Reminder 
Magnet Program in Southern Nevada, Benjamin Ashraf, 
PhD, MPH 

Breaking the "Asian" monolith: Introducing Asian 
American diversity in analyzing health care utilization 
patterns using a model comparison approach, Luke Cho 

Assessing of Mindfulness Meditation Intervention on 
Improved Sleep Among Older Adults: A Scoping Review, 
Abena Owusu-Ansah, MPH 

2:10 pm – 2:35 pm (C) 
- Correlates of Muscle Dysmorphia Symptomatology in 

Filipino American Male University Students, Pamela 
Paula Pioquinto, BS 

Effectiveness of mindfulness-based cognitive therapy for 
multiple outcomes among cancer survivors: A systematic 
review, Refat Srejon MBBS, MPH 

2:40 pm – 3:00 pm Break  

3:00 pm – 3:45 pm 
Panel Discussion: Improving Public Health in Nevada Through the Advocacy and Engagement of Public Health Professionals  

John Packham, Ph.D., Policy Director-Nevada Public Health Association 
Elyse Monroy-Marsala, Government Affairs Manager, Belz & Case Government Affairs 

3:50 pm - 4:20 pm Lightening Talks 
Moderator: Asma Awan, DrPH, MSHI, MPH, MBBS, FRSPH 

 

A descriptive analysis of Nevada non-adjudicated speeding citations (2018-2021), distressed communities, and transportation insecurity 
Noehealani Antolin, MPH, Ana L. Reyes, MS 

Utilizing a hybrid approach to link maternal and neonatal records 
Vidhani Goel 

An Exploration of Nutritional Diet Policies: A Narrative Review for Transformation Toward Sustainable Food Systems 
Ana Gonzalez, MSc 

Numeracy and graphical literacy of Nevada patients: A call to action 
Sarah Maynard, BA 

A strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats (SWOT) analysis of community-based rehabilitation (CBR) programs: a comprehensive review 
Aastha Poudel, MPH 

Seatbelt Nonuse Among Sexual and Gender Minority Adults: A Cross-Sectional Analysis of the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System 
Emylia Terry, PhDc, MA 

4:25 pm – 4:35 pm Closing Remarks 
Madison Lopey, MS, NPHA President 

 


